
Scentless Chamomile   
(Matricaria maritime syn. Matricaria perforate)

Provincial Designation:  Noxious

Identification:
Stems:  Stems are erect to 
semi-erect, smooth and highly 
branched, growing up to 1m tall.

Leaves:  Leaves are 
alternate and very finely 
divided into short seg-
ments (carrot-like) and are 
odourless when crushed. 
Basal leaves disappear by 
flowering time. 

Flowers:  Flowers are 
composed of a yellow 
central disk surrounded 
by white petals. The flow-
ers are borne at the end of 
branches and have numerous bracts, arranged 
in overlapping rows. 

Seed:  Seeds develop quickly and are viable 
as soon as the flower is formed. The tiny seeds 
float on water, aiding in dispersal. One plant can 
produce up to a million tiny seeds.

Prevention: 
Scentless chamomile does not compete well 
with vigorous, healthy plant communities. 
Dispersal by weed seed contamination in crop/
grass seed and livestock forage is common.

Control:
Grazing:  Scentless chamomile is unpalatable. 
Invasive plants should never be considered as 
forage.

Cultivation:  Scentless chamomile seeds 
require light to germinate; therefore frequent, 
shallow tilling can help exhaust the seed bank 
by repeatedly destroying germinating seedlings. 
For established infestations, cultivation should 
be done on dry, hot days to desiccate the root 
systems.

Mechanical:  Seed produc-
tion can prevented if plants are 
mowed just before flowering, 
but it must be done often and 
at progressively lower cutting 
heights – plants can produce 
new flowers below the height 
of the last cut. Hand-pulling can 
prevent spread into new areas 

and is effective on small infestations. Burning 
spent plants can also prevent seed spread.

Chemical:1  Several herbicides are effective 
(clopyralid, dicamba, picloram) at controlling 
scentless chamomile when applied to actively 
growing plants up to the flowering stage. Seed-
lings are much easier to control than plants 
which have overwintered. Consult your local 
Agricultural Fieldman or Certified Pesticide Dis-
penser for more information.

Biological:  Two biological control agents, 
a gall-former and a seed feeder, have been 
successfully established at some locations in 
Alberta.

1   Always follow the product labels.  The use of pesticides in any manner not published on the label or registered under the Minor Use of Pesticides regulation 
constitutes an offence under both the Federal Pest Control Products Act and Alberta’s Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act.
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Seedling

Overview: 
Introduced from Europe, scentless chamo-
mile can behave as an annual, biennial, or 
sometimes a perennial. Plants can be very 
bushy and have an extensive, fibrous root 
system. Seedlings emerge throughout the 
growing season; fall seedlings overwinter 
and are usually the first to flower in the 
spring. Plants flower throughout the grow-
ing season. Scentless chamomile and the 
very similarly flowered oxeye daisy are con-
spicuous for the fact that there are no native 
white-flowered daisies in Alberta. Other 
common names are Mayweed and scent-
less mayweed. 

Habitat:
Scentless chamomile is well adapted to 
heavy/clay soils, and persists under periodic 
flooding. It does best in wet areas, resulting 
in near monocultures, yet also succeeds in 
dry conditions.


